
We were able to give out 
roughly $915,000 total, 
with $890,000 going to 
fifty-six businesses and 
$25,000 to non-profits. 
This is about 74% of the 
total. We paid about 3% 
towards grant administra-
tion and the balance went 
towards City expenses like 
emergency sick leave, 
public safety expenses, 
PPE, cleaning supplies, 
new glass dividers, etc. 
Let me be clear—the city 
only took what was left over. We made it clear that we 
wanted the businesses to get as much as possible. Our 
estimates were close but there was some left over. If I 
had a crystal ball and knew how many applications 
would come through, we would have upped the anti 
to a higher amount.  
As far as contrasting with what other cities around us 
did, it’s going to increase your blood pressure. You 
may have heard in a neighboring county that one city 
spent their CARES Grant Funding on a new club 
house for the golf course. Another one tried unsuc-
cessfully to buy a new ladder truck for their Fire Dept. 
Another city bragged about the $500,000 they allo-
cated to their businesses. Nice gesture considering 
they received $3.5 million. I could go on and on, but 
you get the gist of this. The first thing most govern-
ments did was try to figure out a way to keep your 
money from getting to those who pay the taxes. Go 
figure. Corruption is closer than you think.  
I digress. I hope the grant program had a positive 
impact on our businesses. They pay a substantial 
amount of money in property taxes. The Grant pro-
gram was a band aid. You are the true support. Re-
member to patronize our businesses. Buy your gas, 
get your car fixed, get a haircut, go to dinner and do 
whatever else you might do, but try to do it in Ham 
Lake. Trust me, they will appreciate it! 

Support for Businesses in 
Ham Lake 
Happy New Year, fellow Ham Lakers! I hope you had 
a wonderful holiday season. COVID has had quite an 
impact on our lives in the past year. Lock downs, 
quarantines, masks, family separation and illness 
have affected all of us in some fashion. For some, the 
toll  has been high. Loved ones passing, not being able 
to visit family members in facilities, children learning 
from home and the like. For others the impact has 
been especially devastating. I'm referring to the many 
businesses in Ham Lake that were hit hard economi-
cally. Hair care, bars and restaurants, workout facili-
ties, churches, dance theaters, etc. all being shut 
down, but their bills still show up in the mail. This 
prompted the federal government to pass the CARES 
act. This article is focused on one aspect of that pack-
age: A grant program to help businesses that suffered 
at the hand of COVID restrictions.  
The feds allocated money to the states who in turn 
allocated money to communities based on population. 
The monies were to be distributed in grant form to 
qualifying businesses  under the federal guidelines. 
The cities could determine the amount of the grants 
and some prerequisites as long as it was within the 
confines of the law. We had a very short window to 
get the word out, process applications and distribute 
the funds and if there was any left over, it was returned 
to the state.  
After plastering the information out in mailers, city 
website and The Ham Laker we waited for the appli-
cations. Because of time and personnel constraints, 
Ham Lake hired a third-party company to process 
the applications and determine the grant amounts. 
Ham Lake was allocated $1,243,926 to be granted. 
We guessed at the number of qualifying businesses 
that would apply and divided it by the $1.2 million 
and we ended up hoping to give all applicants 
$20,000 or at least as much as they qualified for. We 
also decided on $5,000 for non-profits. Well, we 
weren't too far off.  
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Articles and photos that appear in The Ham Laker, 
together with other useful information  about the 

City, can be found on the City’s website: 
www.ci.ham-lake.mn.us

Mayor Mike Van Kirk

Santa, NACE and the Fire 
Department say, “Thank You 
Ham Lakers!” 
Santa’s visits to the neighborhoods of Ham Lake the 
first weekend in December of 2020 would prove to be 
very special in a wonderful way. Firefighters and oth-
ers of Santa’s helpers enjoyed a great three nights in 
the community, albeit with some necessary 2020 
adjustments.  

The residents of Ham Lake have always participated 
enthusiastically—many, many smiling and wide-eyed 
children of all ages.  
But, this year was truly exceptional in an exciting and 
incredible way. Nearly 15,000 pounds of food and 
$6,500 in monetary donations were collected. This is 
almost double the amount of food and nearly 10 times 
the dollar amount as last year!   

On behalf of the Ham Lake Fire Department and the 
NACE Food Shelf, THANK YOU for your continued 
support and for giving so generously! Daniel Kimball Earns Eagle 

Scout Rank 
Congratulations to Daniel Kimball from Troop 3509, 
chartered by Glen Cary Lutheran Church, on earning 
the rank of Eagle Scout with three Eagle Palms. 
Daniel’s scouting journey for the last thirteen years 

has included weekly meetings, service projects, camp-
ing at local camps, backpacking at Philmont Scout 
Ranch in New Mexico, canoeing in the Boundary Wa-
ters, attending the 2019 World Scout Jamboree, and 
SCUBA diving in the Bahamas.  
Daniel earned 36 merit badges, camped over 160 
nights, served as staff on the National Youth Leader-
ship Training program for four years, and is now reg-
istered as an adult leader with the troop. Daniel’s 
Eagle project involved the removal of old playground 
equipment, resolving an issue with the playground 
surface, and reclaiming some of the old playground 
wood to create a garden bed at Montessori Renais-
sance Academy in Anoka.  
Daniel plans to continue helping other youth gain ex-
perience in the outdoors and to grow their leadership 
skills. Currently, Daniel serves as the youth leader to the 
local 3,000-member Order of the Arrow lodge, which 
is the honor society for the Boy Scouts of America.



Ham Lake Contacts 
City Hall: 763-434-9555 

To report emergencies after office hours please 
call 911. 

City Hall Hours: Mon-Thurs: 7:00-4:30 
Friday: 7:00-noon 

Mike Van Kirk (Mayor) 
763-434-6176 
mvankirk@ci.ham-lake.mn.us 

Jim Doyle (Council) 
612-850-1698 
jdoyle@ci.ham-lake.mn.us 

Gary Kirkeide (Council) 
763-434-9762 
gkirkeide@ci.ham-lake.mn.us 

Brian Kirkham (Council) 
612-978-2764 
bkirkham@ci.ham-lake.mn.us 

Jesse Wilken (Council) 
763-458-4608 
jwilken@ci.ham-lake.mn.us 

February Issue Deadline: 
Wednesday, January 13  

Please send all Ham Laker correspondence, 
articles and ideas to: 

City of Ham Lake 
15544 Central Ave NE 
Ham Lake, MN 55304 
Email: HamLaker@ci.ham-lake.mn.us 

For advertising information, please contact City 
Hall at: 763-434-9555 

Editor: Sharon Brodin, Brodin Press LLC 

Printed on 20% post-recycled        
consumer waste paper 

Ham Lake City Counci l  News

Sheriff ’s  Report

At its November 16 meeting, the City Council took 
the following actions: 

• Approved items on the Consent Agenda included: 
- Resolution No. 20-45 for the Lawful Gambling 

Premise Permit for the Ham Lake Chamber of Com-
merce to conduct pull tabs at Acapulco Mexican 
Restaurant, 18015 Ulysses Street NE 

- 2021 Residential Recycling Program 
- Resolution No. 20-46 designating polling sites for 

the 2021 Elections 
- Changes of the Ham Lake Fire Department Relief 

Association Bylaws Appendix C for a pension ben-
efit increase from $3,850 to $4,000 per year of 
service, effective January 1, 2021 

• Approved Resolutions No. 20-41, 20-42, 20-43 and 
20-44 to vacate a portion of the right-of-way and 
easements within and adjacent to Copart located 
at 1526 Bunker Lake Boulevard NE 

• Approved Conditional Use Permit for Matthew 
Broad to operate Advantage Auto, a light duty au-
tomotive repair business, at 1333 154th Avenue NE 
subject to meeting all requirements 

• Approved Sketch Plan as presented by Jeff Stal-
berger, HFN Properties, LLC, for a 2-lot single fam-
ily residential development located in Section 25 
subject to requirements 

At its December 7 meeting, the City Council took the 
following actions: 

• Approved items on the Consent Agenda included: 
- Metro I-Net Joint Powers Agreement  
- Several Business Licenses for tobacco, cabaret, 

hotel/motel, vending machines and recycling/refuse. 
- Resolution No. 20-48 approving Municipal State 

Aid (MSA) designations 
• Adopted Resolution No. 20-47 for the 2021 Budget 

and Levy  
• Approved the 2021 Five-Year Capital Improvement 

Plan

Thefts & Damage to Property  
11.06 145 xx Brant St NE—theft from unlocked vehi-
cles in the area; tampered with locked vehicles  
11.06 138xx Aberdeen St NE—business; two vehicles 
stolen and one damaged on the sales lot 
11.10 176xx Jefferson St NE—Social Security scam; 
posing as law enforcement, trying to get SS#  
11.11 23xx Bunker Lake Blvd NE—damage to mailbox 
and statue in the yard 
11.11 17xx 148 Lane NE—damage to mailbox 
11.16 152xx Central Ave NE—business; theft of a con-
struction trailer, lock cut 
11.16 15xx 164 Lane NE—theft from vehicle; unsure if 
it was locked 
11.16 134xx Radisson Rd NE—email fraud; (Windows 
Defender Advance Threat Protection) accessed vic-
tim’s banking information, deposited $3K, asked $2K 
be returned in gift cards; Loss $2K  
11.17 43xx 179 Ave NE – scam on the app “Hang-Out”; 
blackmail for inappropriate photos 
11.20 157xx Van Buren St NE—scam through Cash 
App; purchased a camper, $800 loss  
11.23 164xx Kenyon St NE—illegal dumping 
11.23 13xx 157 Ave NE—unsecured Bobcat stolen from 
a business 
11.23 28xx Westlund Dr NE—catalytic converter cut 
off a vehicle overnight 
11.24 160xx Central Ave NE—catalytic converter cut 
off a vehicle 
11.24 162xx Aberdeen St NE—“customer” walked into 
store and stole employee’s phone and AirPods 
11.28 165xx Polk St NE—damage to yard caused by 
vehicle 
11.28 148xx Hwy 65 NE—Publishers Clearing House 
scam; phone call requesting gift cards to pay tax  
12.02 134xx Hwy 65 NE—a stolen vehicle was recov-
ered in the parking lot at the location 
12.02 141xx Lincoln St NE—shipping scam; asked 
victim to receive and resend Xbox, PS5’s 
12.02 15xx Constance Blvd NE—catalytic converter 
cut off vehicle 
12.03 181xx Hwy 65 NE—wallet stolen out of an un-
locked vehicle 

 

Arrests/Incidents
11.08 154xx Hwy 65—No Contact Order Violation; the 
female had a protection order against the male; they 
had been inside the house together. The male was 
arrested. 
11.15 169xx Block Hwy 65 NE—4th degree DWI; a 
wrong-way male driver had crashed into the center 
median. Field sobriety tests were failed.  
11.15 18xx 153 Ave NE—OFP Violation; vehicle was 
parked on a walking path in the park. The female had 
an order for protection against the male. The male 
was arrested. 
11.19 26xx 158 Ave NE—OFP Violation; an attempt to 
locate was put out for the male. He ended up turning 
himself in and was arrested. 
11.27 165 Ave/Hwy 65 NE—3rd degree DWI; driver 
stopped for speeding and poor driving conduct. She 
admitted to drinking alcohol and accidently kept lock-
ing herself inside her vehicle. Field sobriety tests 
failed.  
11.28 134xx Hwy 65 NE—DANCO Violation; a female 
had a no-contact order against her by her boyfriend. 
She was located with her boyfriend and arrested. 
12.01 1xxx Constance Blvd NE—Warrant Arrest; a 
deputy went to the location because a male with a 
warrant typically hangs out there. The male was lo-
cated and arrested.

Visit the City’s website to view Council meeting 
videos on-demand and agenda minutes of City Coun-
cil, Planning Commission and Park & Tree Commis-
sion meetings: www.ci.ham-lake.mn.us.

Public Notice: Thin Ice at 
Ham Lake’s Aeration Site 
The City of Ham Lake hereby gives public notice of its 
intent to aerate Ham Lake to prevent winterkill of 
game fish. The City intends to use mobile systems 
which may be used at any time. The aeration systems 
will cause areas of thin ice and open water that fluc-
tuate greatly.   
If you have any questions concerning the aeration sys-
tem please contact City Hall at 763-434-9555. 

WARNING: STAY CLEAR OF  
DESIGNATED AREAS!

Lock Your Vehicles! 
Multiple burglaries were reported in early December 
in Andover and Ham Lake. We believe these are all 
related. 
The thieves look for unlocked vehicles with garage 
door openers in them. They will take the opener, open 
your garage door, enter your home and look for 
purses, wallets, credit cards and cash. They’re in and 
out in minutes. Some of the credit cards are being 
used in stores throughout the metro area. 
Please make sure to lock your vehicles, take your 
garage door openers out and keep your outside lights 
on. Park inside your garage if possible.  
Call 911 immediately if you witness any suspicious 
activity.

Be Safe on the Ice! 
These are general ice thickness guidelines: 

• 2 inches or less—stay off! 
• 4 inches—ice fishing or other activities on foot 
• 5 inches—snowmobile or ATV 
• 8-12 inches—car or small pickup 
• 12-15 inches—medium truck 

These guidelines are for new, clear solid ice. White ice 
or “snow ice” is only about half as strong as new clear 
ice.  Double the thickness guidelines when traveling 
on white ice.



What’s Happening at the Senior Center 

Fire Department Calls 
The Ham Lake Fire Department responded to 24 calls 
during November: 12 during the day and 12 at night. 
These included 7 structure calls (3 Fire Alarms, 1 
Shed, 2 CO Alarms, 1 Water Flow Alarm), 2 rescue 
calls, 6 medical calls, 7 wildland calls, 1 mutual aid 
call, and 1 misc. call. The department spent 14 hours 
on calls with total personal time adding up to 179 
hours. Year-to-date, the department has  answered 
407 calls, compared with 493 calls at the same time 
last year.

November Building Permits 
The City of Ham Lake issued 97 permits in November 
with a valuation of $992,122.00. The issued permits 
are as follows: one commercial demolition, one com-
mercial miscellaneous, two residential new con-
struction, one residential addition, four residential 
basement finish, three residential accessory building, 
four residential deck, one residential pool, one resi-
dential miscellaneous, two residential window and 14 
roofing/siding. Other permits include 38 mechani-
cal, 14 plumbing and 11 septic installations.

MEALS will be discontinued for the months of Jan-
uary and February, and reviewed again by the Senior 
Board in February. 
EXERCISE SESSIONS will resume on Tuesday, 
January 5. Classes will be held every Tuesday and 
Thursday. You must wear a mask and sit 10 feet apart. 
If you decide to chat before or after class, please stay 
in your chairs 10 feet apart. You will need to sign in 
so we can keep track of who is attending. Bring your 
own beverage if you want to, but NO FOOD please! 
The Senior Center is located on the west-side lower 
level of City Hall at 15544 Central Ave NE. 
TAX ASSISTANCE for 2021 is in the planning 
stages. Due to Covid-19 we’re unsure of the format. 
Please contact the Senior Center after the holidays for 
an update: 763-434-0455 

DEFENSIVE DRIVING COURSES for 2021 are 
now being held by MHSRC (Minnesota Highway 
Safety Research Center) for those 55 and older. 
Registration is required. Call 1-888-234-1294 to find 
available classes and to register.  
Attendees will need to social distance and wear a 
mask. 
4-hour Refresher Course $22—You need to take 
this every three years. Time flies so make sure you’re 
current!   
8-hour Refresher Course $26—Required for first 
timers. 
If you are 55 years or older, state law requires your in-
surance company to give you a 10% discount if you 
take an 8-hour Defensive Driving Course and attend 
a 4-hour refresher course every 3 years.

Why Does Ham Lake Plow Snow the Way It Does? 
Dealing with large amounts of snow is a challenge for everyone, including the City’s snow plow drivers.  During 
and after large snowfalls, the City receives many calls related to plowing. One very popular question is: “When 
will the plow get to my street?” The City of Ham Lake understands the importance of efficient and timely snow 
removal and ice control.  
Snow plowing policy and processes are reviewed annually to provide for safe travels for the greatest number 
of persons on the 158 miles of City-managed roadways. The Public Works Department reviews a map of the 
City’s public street systems. (This map clearly delineates thoroughfare and local residential streets.) The map 
is then divided into six routes plus four cul-de-sac routes for  snow removal and ice control. Within each of 
the areas, the City has classified city streets based on the street function, relative traffic volume and importance 
to the welfare of the community. Those streets are classified as: 

• Priority A streets will be plowed first. These are higher volume streets that connect major sections of the 
city and provide access for emergency fire, police and medical services. 

• Priority B streets are plowed next. These provide access to schools and commercial businesses.  
• Priority C are next in line. They are low-volume residential streets. 
• Priority D are cul-de-sacs. 

The Public Works Superintendent or a designated representative monitors street conditions to determine the 
timing and amount of equipment and personnel necessary to clear the streets. During large snowfalls the City 
has six trucks dispatched to plow. The plows are assigned to specific sections of the City. When they leave the 
shop or “hub,” plowing is done from the hub to outlying parts of the City. This saves time, is a more efficient 
way to plow and prevents plows from having to backtrack on streets already plowed. 
Snow plows discharge snow on the right-hand side of the truck or curbside. The routes are designed to allow 
the trucks to always take right-hand turns to limit time spent backing up or turning around. 
Maneuvering a large plow truck is more difficult than a passenger vehicle, especially when there are mounds 
of snow to drive around and through. Plows travel at an average speed of 10-20 mph, but that pace can be im-
pacted by the amount and weight of snow, traffic, obstacles in roadways, etc. To help the plow drivers please 
be sure all unattended vehicles are off city streets during or after a snowfall until the streets have been cleared 
(per Article 6-121 of the City Code). 
Some roadways within the City are managed by MnDOT or the Anoka County Highway Department. Examples 
of those are Highway 65 (managed by MnDOT), Constance Blvd, Crosstown Blvd, Bunker Lake Blvd and Radis-
son Rd (managed by the Anoka County Highway Department). Questions or concerns about those roads or 
conditions should be directed to the responsible organization. 
MnDOT Information Center: M-F 8:00 am to 4:30 pm; 651-296-3000  
Anoka County Highway Department: M-F, 7:30 am to 4:30 pm; 763-324-3100.

Christmas Tree & Light 
Recycling 
Christmas trees, holiday lights and extension cords 
can be dropped off at the north side of the City Hall 
parking lot for recycling until January 10.  
Trees must be clean of decorations and can be placed 
at the north end of the City Hall parking lot. Place hol-
iday lights and cords in the green and blue collection 
container near the small garage.   

Keep Your Packages Secure 
The Anoka County Sheriff’s Office has received sev-
eral reports in Anoka County of packages being stolen 
from the front step.  
As online shopping popularity continues to grow, con-
sider delivering your package to:   

• A local relative or trusted neighbor who’ll be home 
to pick it up when it arrives.   

• Your office where there's someone there to accept 
your delivery. 

• A PO box or UPS mailbox: be aware that these 
have a monthly rental cost and not all PO boxes 
will accept packages. Find out before you rent! 

• Search for a locker location near you on Amazon's 
Locker page or when selecting shipping options at 
checkout. 

• Opt for in-store pickup

Submit Your Reservations 
for Use of City’s Ballfields 
The Ham Lake Park and Tree Commission is accept-
ing reservation requests for ballfield and soccer field 
use in 2021. Mail requests to the City of Ham Lake at 
15544 Central Avenue NE, Ham Lake, MN 55304. Or 
email it to nwheeler@ci.ham-lake.mn.us.    
The deadline for submitting requests is noon on Tues-
day, January 11. The Park and Tree Commission asks 
that a representative from each organization submit-
ting a request be present at the January 20th Park 
and Tree Commission meeting. The meeting begins 
at 6:00 pm and will be held in the Ham Lake City 
Council chambers.

Winter Driving Safety & Tips 
Minnesota’s Department of Public Safety offers these 
tips for safe winter driving:  

• Be able to see and be seen. Clean frost and snow 
off all your windows, mirrors, lights and reflectors. 
Use your headlights in poor visibility.  

• Get a feel for the road. When you first start out, 
accelerate carefully to test wheel-spin and brake 
gently to test skidding.  

• Be gentle. Use the accelerator and brakes slowly 
to maintain control of your vehicle.   

• Increase your following distance.  
• Make your turns slowly and gradually.  
• Watch for scattered slippery spots. If you feel your-

self losing control, don’t brake. Take your foot off 
the gas and steer as straight as you can until the 
car slows to a safe speed.  

• In an emergency, steer off the road and into a snow 
bank to avoid a crash.

Obey Ham Lake’s Snow Rules 
Respect your neighbors by following the City’s policy 
on parking and on where to deposit snow and ice.  
Minnesota law makes it illegal for property owners to 
deposit snow or ice upon any street or highway.  This 
includes the 15-foot right-of-way from the curb.  
This means it’s illegal to move snow from your drive-
way across the street onto the right-of-way of the 
property across from you.

Display Your Address as 
City Code Requires 
It’s the duty of the owner, lessor or occupant of every 
house, industrial, commercial or other building to 
have proper house or building numbers in metal, 
glass, plastic or other durable material.  
The numbers should be no less than 12 inches high on 
all commercial/industrial buildings and a no less than 
four inches high on residential buildings. They should 
be in a contrasting color to the building.  
The numbers should be placed on structures (not 
garage doors) so they can be easily seen from the 
street that fronts on the building.  
Numbers also need to be placed on both sides of mail-
boxes. When mailboxes are in a group the numbers 
should be placed on the front of each mailbox and on 
the side of each end mailbox.  
All auxiliary buildings within a unit that have an as-
signed number — such as a garage or barn — are not 
affected by the code



Community Calendar

Jan 1: City Office closed in observance of New Year’s 
Day 

Jan 4: City Council mtg, City Hall 6:00 pm 
Jan 11: Planning Commission meeting, 

City Hall 6:00 pm 
Jan 13: The Ham Laker ads and articles deadline for 

February 2021 issue 
Jan 18: City Offices closed in observance of Martin 

Luther King Jr. Day 
Jan 19: City Council mtg, City Hall 6:00 pm 
Jan 20: Park & Tree Commission meeting, City Hall 

6:00 pm 
Jan 25: Planning Commission meeting, City Hall 

6:00 pm

RECYCLE  
2 ITEMS FREE 

This coupon entitles the bearer to recycle 
two (2) items free on:  

Saturday, January 23, 2021 at: 

Green Lights Recycling, Inc. 
10040 Davenport Street NE 

Blaine, MN 55449-4423 
Phone: 763-785-0456 

Drop off hours are  
9:00 am to 12:00 pm 

This coupon must be presented when bringing 
your items for recycling. The bearer must provide 
a driver’s license or some form of identification  
showing he/she is a resident of Ham Lake. 

Robert Hoffmann, DC 

Valorie Hoffmann, DC 

763-434-5714

Awarded 2020 Best Doctors by 
Minnesota Monthly Magazine

Providers for all major Minnesota 
insurance plans 

Same day appointments 

crosstownclinic.com 
2330 Crosstown Blvd NE, Ham Lake 

(1 mile east of HWY 65) 
Serving Ham Lake 
for over 30 years

Recycle 
Smart
Keep batteries out of 
your recycling cart.  

763-324-3400
AnokaCounty.us/RecycleSmart

No Batteries
or Electronics

Recycling Event: 
Saturday, January 23 
Residents may drop off recyclable items at Green 
Lights Recycling, 10040 Davenport Street NE in 
Blaine on January 23 from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm.   
Two items can be recycled at no charge by presenting 
the coupon below.     
For a list of accepted items go to www.glrnow.com 
and click We Recycle.  
Furniture is NOT accepted at this event! 
NOTE: To improve traffic flow during the event, 
please use the entrance on 99th Lane NE (from Hwy. 
65 turn east onto 99th Ave N).   
If you have any questions prior to the event contact 
Green Lights Recycling at 763-785-0456 or the City 
of Ham Lake Recycling Coordinator at 763-434-9555. 
Funded by the Anoka County Board of Commissioners 
and State SCORE funds (Select Committee on Recy-
cling and the Environment).   

More than 90% of Ham Lake is within the jurisdiction 
of Coon Creek Watershed District because it drains to 
Coon Creek.  

Our organization is a special unit of local government 
focusing on water management within the drainage 
area of Coon Creek (its watershed). This includes 
large parts of Andover, Blaine, Coon Rapids and Ham 
Lake, plus a small area of Columbus.  
We were established by citizen petition in 1959. Our 
boundary expanded in 2012, adding 15 square miles 
as requested by Fridley, Blaine, Coon Rapids and  
Spring Lake Park.  
Coon Creek Watershed District was originally formed 
to balance drainage for farming in the Ham Lake area 
with flood prevention downstream in the new city of 
Coon Rapids. Since then, many more legal require-
ments have been added. In the last 15 years, stormwa-
ter and water quality have taken on much larger roles 
as pollution has increased with increased develop-
ment.  
Even so, flood prevention remains a main concern 
and so we keep public ditches well maintained. 

We are in the “Water Quality Era” where water pollu-
tants are targeted stream by stream. Since 2017 we’ve 
been addressing “hotspot” areas using innovative 
stream restoration design and in-ground filters. These 
methods deal with legacy issues and cost hundreds of 

Coon Creek Watershed District Update
thousands of dollars to install. While they tend to be 
downstream in Coon Rapids, they collect pollution 
also coming from Ham Lake, Andover and Blaine (via 
Sand Creek). 
The cheapest way to deal with pollution is by prevent-
ing it in the first place.  
Please do what you can to prevent pollution! Proper 
lawn care and snow removal can really make a differ-
ence to our creeks and lakes.  
Coon Creek Watershed District moved our headquar-
ters to Ham Lake in August of 2019. To learn more 
about us go to www.cooncreekwd.org or call us at 
763-755-0975. 

The Coon Creek Watershed District’s  
Board of Directors, including two Ham Lakers

Ham Lake’s Winter Parking 
Rules 
Remember: from October 1 through April 30 NO 
PARKING is allowed on Ham Lake streets between 
midnight and 6:00 am. 
In addition, no parking is allowed in the daytime 
hours during or after a two-inch snowstorm or until 
after the streets are plowed.


