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Articles and photos that appear in The Ham Laker, 
along with other useful information about the City, 

can be found on the City’s website: 
www.ci.ham-lake.mn.us

The City is Recruiting 
Election Judges for 2024
We have begun our recruitment efforts for Election 
Judges to serve in 2024. Please pass the word to 
your family, friends, co-workers and neighbors.
2024 Election Dates:
Presidential Primary: Tuesday, March 5
Primary Election: Tuesday, August 13
General Election: Tuesday, November 5 

For more information and to obtain an Election 
Judge Application, please visit www.ci.ham-lake.
mn.us/services/elections.    
For additional questions, please contact Deputy 

City Clerk, Dawnette 
Shimek at 763-235-1673 or 
Administrative Assistant, 
Nicole Wheeler at 763-
235-1671.

Scan this QR code to be taken 
to the online Election Judge 
Application.

Dear Boys & Girls of Ham Lake, 
When my elves pointed to the names on my Naughty 
and Nice list, I became quite merry. You see, the boys 
and girls of Ham Lake, Minnesota have received an 
outstanding number of gold stars for kindness, con-
sideration and helpfulness this year. 
I am excited to visit you again this year. With the 
Ham Lake Firefighters help I will ride on top of the 
big fire truck! We will collect donations for the local 
food shelf. Our community has always been very 
generous and I can't wait to see the same outpouring 
of thoughtfulness again this year.     
I must get back to the North Pole now—there’s so 
much to be done. The reindeer need new bells for 
their harnesses, the ribbon-curling machine needs 
oil...oh, the list is endless. I will try my best to visit 
each one of you so please watch and listen for the 
fire truck lights and sirens.

Watch & Listen on these dates for SANTA:
Thursday, December 7 • 6:00-9:00 pm

The entire width of the city from the southern 
border to 146th Ave NE

Friday, December 8 • 6:00-9:00 pm
The entire width of the city from 146th Ave NE to 

Constance Blvd NE
Saturday, December 9 • 5:00-8:00 pm

The entire width of the city from Constance Blvd 
NE to the northern border

Let’s Get Through Another 
Snowy Winter Together
It takes teamwork between Ham Lake residents and 
the City to successfully get us through another snowy 
winter!
The only thing certain about the weather this winter 
is that there will be snow, and some of it will fall on 
Ham Lake's roads and streets.  

What the City Will Do
Here's what the City will do about the snow to help 
you get through it as painlessly as possible: 
Streets will be plowed if two or more inches of snow 
fall. Plowing will begin as soon as feasible after the 
snowfall stops. During long storms, main routes will 
be plowed and sanded as soon as the accumulation 
becomes hazardous for driving.  
Every effort will be made to have main routes plowed 
and sanded before morning or afternoon rush hour. 
For an average snowfall of three to six inches, the 
City's goal is to complete all plowing within eight to 
twelve hours. (Major blizzards take more time.)  

What You Can Do
Here's what you can do to help all of us get through 
a snowy winter as painlessly as possible: 
You can help protect your sod by marking the curb 
line with wooden laths (not metal stakes) until after 
the first couple of snowfalls. 
Avoid any other type of planting or construction in 
the snow storage area of the City's right-of-way 
(which extends 20 feet back from the street). 
Don't park or store vehicles, boats, etc. in that area 
either. (You don't really want them covered with 
heavy piles of snow from the street, do you?)
Remember that it's your responsibility to clean your 
driveway, areas for trash cans (which can't be in the 
street) and areas around mailboxes and newspaper 
tubes. 
Keep in mind you'll have to do this without dumping 
your snow in the street, and without leaving large 
piles that obstruct vision around your driveway. 
Finally, remember not to park your car on the street 
during a snowfall or overnight during the winter. 

Ham Lake's Winter Parking Rules 
From October 1 through April 30 no parking is al-
lowed on Ham Lake streets between the hours of 
midnight and 6:00 am. 
In addition, no parking is allowed in the daytime 
hours during or after a two-inch snowstorm or until 
the streets are plowed.

Hometown Holiday
December 9 • 3:00-6:00 pm
‘Tis the Season!!! The Ham Lake Area Chamber of 
Commerce invites you to join in a jolly good time at 
our Hometown Holiday event. This is free commu-
nity event will take place inside Vocate and in the 
Crosstown Mall green space on Saturday, December 
9 from 3:00-6:00 pm. 
You’ll be able to get photos with Santa (bring your 
own camera), enjoy some ornament making and kid 
activities with a cup of hot chocolate and visit with 
the holiday mini horses and alpacas!
All are welcome to join in caroling and the lighting 
of our holiday lights at dusk! Get full event details 
on our website: www.hamlakeareacc.org/events/
hometownholiday

Fire Department Calls
The Ham Lake Fire Department responded to 34 
calls during the month of September: 24 during the 
day and 10 at night. The department spent 228.5 
personal hours responding to calls for the month. 
Year-to-date, the department has answered 295 
calls, compared with 327 calls at the same time last 
year.



Ham Lake City Council News

Sheriff’s Report

09.10 14600 Block Hwy 65 NE—DWI 3rd degree; 
caller reported a hit-and-run. One deputy located 
the victim of the hit. Another deputy located the sus-
pect vehicle. That driver was charged with a DWI 
and arrested.
09.26 Constance/Guadalcanal St NE—Warrant Ar-
rest; male in a vehicle with multiple warrants. 
Deputy stopped the vehicle and confirmed the 
driver’s identity. He was arrested.
10.04 Hwy 65/Andover Blvd NE—DWI 4th degree; 
a deputy stopped a driver for speeding 80/65. 
Driver appeared impaired and smelled of alcohol. 
He failed field sobriety tests and was arrested.

December Issue Deadline:
Wed., November 8 @ noon

Please send all Ham Laker correspondence, 
articles and ideas to:
City of Ham Lake
15544  Central Ave NE
Ham Lake, MN 55304
Email: HamLaker@ci.ham-lake.mn.us
For advertising information please contact City 
Hall at 763-434-9555
Editor: Sharon Brodin, Brodin Press LLC
Printed on 20% post-recycled   
consumer waste paper

Ham Lake Contacts
City Hall: 763-434-9555

         To report emergencies after office hours call 911.
City Hall Hours: Monday-Thursday: 7:00-4:30
     Friday: 7:00-11:00

Brian Kirkham (Mayor)
612-978-2764
bkirkham@ci.ham-lake.mn.us

Jim Doyle (Council)
612-850-1698
jdoyle@ci.ham-lake.mn.us

Gary Kirkeide (Council)
763-434-9762
gkirkeide@ci.ham-lake.mn.us

Al Parranto (Council)
763-355-5171
aparranto@ci.ham-lake.mn.us

Jesse Wilken (Council)
763-458-4608
jwilken@ci.ham-lake.mn.us

Thefts & Damage to Property
09.05 152xx Hwy 65 NE—vehicle was stolen from a 
business; keys were in it
09.05 153xx Central Ave NE—bench was stolen from 
outside a business; caught on video 
09.06 15xx 133 Lane NE—vandalism; eggs thrown at 
a vehicle overnight
09.10 173xx Hiawatha Beach Dr NE—vandalism to a 
mailbox overnight
09.14 22xx 144 Lane NE – vandalism; glass on a 
door was shattered 
09.21 28xx 179 Ave NE—vandalism; a boulder in 
yard was spray painted
09.22 48xx 147 Ave NE—theft of lumber from a con-
struction site
09.23 23xx 141 Lane NE—theft from an unlocked 
vehicle in the driveway
09.23 148xx Yancy St NE—theft of a vehicle from 
the street; keys were in it. The vehicle was used to 
commit crimes in Minneapolis and was ultimately 
crashed in Richfield
09.24 143xx Waconia St NE—unlocked vehicles 
rummage through; caught on camera
10.02 28xx 179 Ave NE—vandalism; graffiti spray 
painted on the road at the home
10.03 138xx Aberdeen St NE—provided fake ID and 
took a vehicle for a test drive; didn’t return it

Arrests
09.02 40xx Mapleton Dr NE—Criminal Sexual Con-
duct; no one answered the knock at the door, a 
drone was sent in, they were located and arrested.
09.07 164xx Hwy 65 NE—Warrant Arrest; suspi-
cious male reported. Deputy located the male who 
had two felony warrants. He was arrested.
09.07 Hwy 65/147 Ave NE—DWI Refusal; driver ap-
peared impaired but refused to test. He had war-
rants and was arrested. 

At its September 18, 2023 meeting the City 
Council took the following actions:
Approved items on the Consent Agenda included:
-  Ordinance No. 23-08 amending Article 9 of the 

Ham Lake City Code regarding Affordable Housing 
District (RA-H), Assisted Living Facilities and 
Nursing Homes as Conditional Uses in RA-H and 
repealing pigeons

-  Accepting the 2023 Bituminous Overlay Project 
and commencement of the 1-year warranty period

-  Accepting the grant from GameTime for the play-
ground structures for Crosstown Rolling Acres and 
Hidden Forest East Parks and fencing for the pick-
leball courts at City Hall

-  Accepting the Twin Birch Acres Street Reconstruc-
tion Project

• Adopted Resolution No. 23-43 approving the as-
sessment roll for the 2024 Street Light Fees. 

• Adopted Resolution No. 23-44 approving the vaca-
tion of a portion of the drainage and utility ease-
ments located on Lot 3, Block 1, Maple Ridge 
(14932 Harpers Street NE).

At its October 2, 2023 meeting the City Coun-
cil took the following actions:
Approved items on the Consent Agenda included:
-  Letter of Support for the TH65 and Bunker Lake 

Boulevard NE Interchange funding application
- Approval of the 2024 Residential Recycling Agree-

ment with Anoka County

- Approval of Ordinance No. 23-09 rezoning Hidden 
Forest East Fourth Addition

-  Approval of Ordinance No. 23-10 rezoning por-
tions of land of Entsminger Farms from R-A (Ru-
ral Single Family Residential) to CD-2 (Commer-
cial Development II) and a portion of land of the 
Coon Creek Commercial Park from CD-2 (Com-
mercial Development II) to R-A (Rural Single 
Family Residential) in Section 29 

-  Appointing David Ross to the Planning Commis-
sion with the term of October 9, 2023 to March 15, 
2026

- Approval of Plans and Specifications for replace-
ment of the 152nd Avenue NE cross-culverts in 
Brook View Meadows

-  Approval of Resolution No. 23-45 accepting a 
$5,000 donation from the Ham Lake Chamber of 
Commerce

-  Approval of Resolution No. 23-46 scheduling a 
public hearing to vacate a portion of Stutz Street 
NE dedicated on the recorded plat of Hidden 
Forest East Third Addition

• Approved Tom Elwell’s request to rezone parcel 
4611 139th Lane NE from R-A (Rural Single Fam-
ily Residential) to R-1 (Single Family Residential) 
in Section 36

• Approved the Final Plat of Hidden Forest East 
Fourth Addition, 22 Single Family Residential lots 
and 3 out-lots, in Sections 24 and 25 as presented 
by HFN Properties, LLC

Visit the City’s website to view Council and Planning meeting videos on-demand and agenda minutes of 
City Council and Planning Commission: www.ci.ham-lake.mn.us.

Youth Snowmobile Safety 
Class
Youth ages 11-15 may take an approved online snow-
mobile safety course. Students must be 11 years old 
by November 15, although the certificate is not valid 
until age 12. 
After successful completion of the course, a one-day 
classroom review and riding performance test is still 
required. This will be conducted when there’s ade-
quate snow coverage.
Please email hamlakesnowmobilesafety@gmail.
com for information on the online course and to be 
added to the roster for the riding performance 
course.  

Hole-in-One Hall of Fame
Congratulations to the following golfers at Majestic 
Oaks Golf Club who got a hole-on-one recently:
• Connor Mogensen from Andover • 140 yards on 

Executive Course #7 with a 9-Iron

September Building Permits
The City of Ham Lake issued 170 permits in August 
with a valuation of $1,208,608.50.  
The issued permits are as follows: one commercial 
demolition, one commercial siding/roofing, three 
commercial signs, two residential new construction, 
one residential addition, nine residential remodel, 
three residential accessory building, nine residential 
decks, one residential pool, three residential base-
ment finish, one residential miscellaneous and 61 
roofing/siding. 
Other permits include 30 mechanical, 27 plumbing 
and 18 septic installations.



Happenings at the Senior Center

Open Monday-Thursday 8:00 am - 3:30 pm
15544 Central Ave NE in Ham Lake

763-434-0455
WANTED: Bus Driver—This is a paid position. 
Inquire in the office or call 763-434-0455 for details!
City Hall collection box for flexible plastics.  
Everything must be clean. Grocery bags, bread bags, 
bubble wrap, dry cleaning bags, newspaper sleeves, 
ice bags, plastic shipping envelopes, re-closable food 
storage bags, cereal bags, water bottle case overwrap, 
salt bags, pallet wrap and stretch film, wood pellet 
bags and produce bags are all accepted.
Senior Dining on Mondays and Wednesdays each 
week at noon. Reservations needed! Meals are $7 
for those 55+ and $10 for those younger than 55.
Senior Center Activities include vet coffee, fit-
ness class, fun cribbage, wood carving, Bingo, 500 
cards and Dominoes. 
Watch for upcoming trips to the Casino (open to the 
public), Jam Sessions during the day and evening 
(open to the public), health insurance counseling, 
scheduled shopping trips for those who need trans-
portation and a birthday lunch. 

Call the Senior Center to find out about the dates, 
times and details of these and other special events.
DEFENSIVE DRIVING COURSES for 2023 are  
held by MHSRC (Minnesota Highway Safety Re-
search Center) for those 55 and older. Registration 
is required. Call 1-888-234-1294 for information  
and to register. Or go online: www.stcloudstate.edu/
continuingstudies/mhsrc/55-plus
4-Hour Refresher Course: You need to take this 
every three years. Time flies, so make sure you are 
current! The fee is $24 for the 4-hour class: 

Friday, November 10th: 12:00 - 4:00 pm
8-Hour Course for “First Timers”
    There are none scheduled at this time.

Did you know? If you are 55 years or older, state 
law requires your insurance company to give you a 
10% discount after taking an 8-hour Defensive Driv-
ing Course and attending a 4-hour refresher course 
every three years.

NOTE: The Ham Lake Senior Center is NOT        
available for rent!

Thanksgiving Safety Tips
Thanksgiving is a wonderful time to gather with 
friends and family, eat delicious food, watch football 
(or the parade!) and travel to visit loved ones. While 
enjoying the holiday and as things might get hectic, 
it is important to always keep safety in mind.

The top safety hazards during the Thanksgiving hol-
iday include:
• FIRE—kitchen fires, candles and outdoor deep fry-

ers are the most common
• FOOD—choking and poisoning, cuts and burns 

during food preparation
• TRAVEL—car accidents, driving while intoxicated 

or distracted

Kitchen Safety
• Keep children away from the stove.
• Do not leave the house while the turkey is cooking.
• Ensure the kitchen floor is kept clear and doesn't 

have any tripping hazards.
• Keep matches, lighters, candles and knives out of 

the reach of children.

Holiday Fire Prevention Tips
Thanksgiving is the #1 day of the year for cooking 
fires, reports State Farm insurance. The US Fire De-
partment confirms that more than 4,000 fires occur 
on Thanksgiving Day. 
Preparing deep fried turkeys using a turkey fryer is 
the cause of approximately five deaths, 50 injuries 
and the destruction of 900 homes with more than 
$15 million in property damage every year.
Kitchen safety is even more important than usual 
during busy holiday times like Thanksgiving when 
more people might be working in the kitchen to pre-
pare a large meal. 
But for casual cooks and experienced chefs alike the 
kitchen presents more hazards than imagined. Some 
of the most common kitchen tasks send people to 
the ER every day. Plan your next family gathering to 
be even safer!
• Keep baking soda on hand to put out kitchen fires.
• Don’t leave food cooking or the stove unsupervised.
• Make sure smoke alarms are working.
• A household fire extinguisher should always be 

nearby.
• Do not leave candles burning unattended and do 

not burn candles near flammable items like cur-
tains or potpourri.

• Follow all instructions carefully when using a deep 
fryer and monitor closely!

Food Safety
Incidents of choking and food poisoning increase 
during the holidays, especially around Thanksgiving 
as people are preparing and consuming more food 
than usual. 
Food Safety News reports that approximately 51 
million turkeys are consumed on Thanksgiving.
• Always wash your hands after handling raw or un-

der-cooked poultry.
• Use separate cutting boards for raw meat and pro-

duce to prevent cross-contamination.
• The USDA recommends cooking the turkey at a 

minimum of 325º. Use a food thermometer and 
cook the turkey to an internal temperature of 165 
to 180º to ensure the turkey is cooked thoroughly 
and to avoid illness caused by consuming under-
cooked poultry.

(Continued next column)

(Thanksgiving Safety Tips continued)

• Store leftovers within 2 hours or toss them.

Pet Safety
The Veterinary Medical Association warns that tur-
key and chicken bones should never be given to pets 
because they can splinter and pets may choke.
Dogs should be kept away from any dish that has 
onions, leeks, garlic, raisins, grapes or chocolate. 
Those foods can be hazardous to your dog's health.

Holiday Travel Safety
With Thanksgiving being one of the most travel-
heavy times of the year, it’s important to be prepared 
before hitting the road and to drive defensively, es-
pecially during bad weather.
Drivers who are texting take their eyes off the road 
for an average of five seconds. Driving at 55 mph, 
that’s about the length of a football field.
• Buckle up, every trip.
• Make sure your vehicle is well maintained.
• Plan your route ahead of time.
• Carry and emergency kit in the car.
• Be aware of weather conditions.
• Take caution in parking lots while out shopping.
• No texting while driving.
According to the National Highway Safety Associa-
tion, more than 40% of holiday car accidents involve 
alcohol. DO NOT DRINK AND DRIVE.

Update on Blaine-Ham Lake 
Area Well Interferences
The DNR completed investigating 50 of the well in-
terference complaints that came in from Ham Lake 
residents in 2022. 
The DNR determined that pumping at the City of 
Blaine’s municipal wells was the primary cause of 
water supply problems in 47 of these private wells, 
while two golf courses were each a minor contribu-
tor to one complaint. The DNR found that three of 
the complaints were unrelated to nearby high-vol-
ume water use. The full report is available at: 
www.dnr.state.mn.us/waters/watermgmt_section/
blaine-ham-lake-well-interference.html. 
The City of Blaine has reimbursed the 47 complain-
ants with valid interferences for the costs they in-
curred to restore their normal water supply. 
The DNR is still administering the well interference 
process for remaining complaints. Did you experi-
ence loss of water or a major decrease in pressure 
due to a drop in your well’s water level and work 
with a licensed well contractor to resolve the issue? 
If so, you may file a well interference complaint by 
sending an email to: well.interference.dnr@state.
mn.us that includes the following:
• Name
• Address
• Phone number
• What happened and when
• Work done to restore water supply

What Plastic Resin Codes and Products are Recyclable
Recycling Myth: Any plastic item with a recycling 
symbol can be recycled. 
Fact: The recycling symbol is not regulated and can 
be found on recyclable and non-recyclable plastic 
products. The purpose is to identify what kind of 
plastic resin the container is made from.
The following plastic numbers (resin codes) are re-
cyclable throughout the Twin Cities metro area:
#1, #2 and #5
#1: Clear plastic bottles, cups and produce 

containers (beware #6 cups can look just like #1. 
Always look for the resin code).

#2: Translucent milk jugs and opaque bottles like 
milk, juice, laundry products, health and beauty 
products.

#5: Dairy product tubs, pudding and fruit cups, to-
go cups 

America Recycles Day is November 15th!
Make sure to find out exactly what is recyclable in 
your community: AnokaCountyMN.gov/Recycling 
Directory



Community Calendar

Nov 6: City Council mtg, City Hall 6:00 pm

Nov 8: The Ham Laker ads and articles
    deadline for the December issue @ noon
Nov 13: Planning Commission mtg, City
    Hall 6:00 pm
Nov 20: City Council mtg, City Hall 6:00 pm

Nov 23-24: City Offices closed in observance of 
the Thanksgiving holiday

Nov 27: Planning Commission mtg, City 
    Hall 6:00 pm

Ask if they are Smart Salting certified for parking 
lots and sidewalks by the Minnesota Pollution Con-
trol Agency (MPCA). This voluntary certification 
gives contractors proven techniques for snow and 
ice removal while preventing harm to our creeks, 
rivers, lakes and groundwater! 
When it only takes one teaspoon of salt to perma-
nently contaminate five gallons of water, it’s very 
important to only use what is needed. 
Once salt is in our water it stays there accumulating 
year after year. Besides corroding metal infrastruc-
ture like pipes and their metal joints (not to mention 
vehicles and concrete), salt disrupts aquatic food 
webs, degrades soil and can lead to salty drinking 
water (just ask folks in Madison, Wisconsin)! 

What to Do
The cheapest, and only, way to deal with salt pollu-
tion is prevention.
• Expect winter driving and walking conditions. In 

other words, sl-o-o-o-w down
• Use snow tires to give your vehicle much better 

grip than all-season radial tires
• Wear winter footwear. 

Hiring a Snow/Ice Removal Service?
If you use de-icers, make sure you use the right 
amount at the right time and right place. If you want 
traction, use sand and sweep up any extra.
Learn more at www.mwmo.org/learn/preventing-
water-pollution/snow-ice-removal
The Mayo clinic and the University of Minnesota 
have saved thousands of dollars by training their 
crews and using Smart Salting techniques that are 
also safe! 
• If you live in a Homeowners Association or have a 

business or church campus, there is a short 
training designed for property managers, and 
another for contractors. 

• Are you a decision-maker on a council or other 
commission? There’s a 2-hour course just for you! 

Already have a contractor lined up? Check to see if 
they are certified or give them the information to get 
their staff certified from this website:
www.pca.state.mn.us/water/smart-salting-training
Save money and our water by lowering your winter 
salt use!
Information provided by Coon Creek Watershed 
District • www.cooncreekwd.org • 763-755-0975.

Don’t Move Snow Illegally
Did you know moving snow onto or across a city 
street is illegal, dangerous and costly to taxpayers?
MN State Statute 160.2715 states:
(a) Except for the actions of the road authorities, 

their agents, employees, contractors, and utilities 
in carrying out their duties imposed by law or con-
tract, and except as herein provided, it shall be un-
lawful to:

(1) obstruct any highway or deposit snow or ice 
thereon; (b) Any violation of this section is a mis-
demeanor.

There are several issues that arise when snow is 
pushed into or across the street. One is increased 
spring flooding. The city’s storm water system is de-
signed to flow freely and with minimal restriction to 
holding areas and other water conveyances. If that 
system becomes blocked due to an illegal snow pile, 
it can begin to back up and flood streets, yards and 
even houses. 
There is also the added wear and tear and some-
times damage to city vehicles. Some of these snow 
banks will freeze solid and if hit by a plow, can dam-
age and even destroy the plow, costing taxpayer’s 
money and time to repair the plow (time that would 
be better spent clearing the roads of snow for resi-
dents). 
And lastly, there is the added cost to taxpayers for 
city crews, vehicles, and equipment to go out and re-
move the illegal snow to a safe location.

Recycling Event  Dec. 2  
Residents may drop off recyclable items at Recycle 
Technologies, 10040 Davenport Street NE in Blaine 
on December 2 from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm. Two 
items can be recycled for free by presenting 
the coupon below. For a list of accepted items go 
to: recycletechnologies.com/minnesota-recycling
NOTE: To improve traffic flow during the event 
please use the entrance on 99th Lane NE (from 
Hwy. 65 turn east onto 99th Ave N).  If 99th Ave NE 
is still closed due to road construction, turn east 
onto 101st Ave NE from Highway 65, go south on 
Baltimore St NE and turn left to go east on 99th 
Lane NE.
Contact Recycle Technologies at 763-559-5130 or 
the City of Ham Lake Recycling Coordinator at 763-
434-9555 if you have any questions.   

Now Hiring: Snow Plow Operators 
Ham Lake is accepting applications for on-call seasonal (November through April) snow plow operators. 
Duties include operating vehicles and equipment such as pickups with plows, tractors, bobcat and snow 
blowers for snow removal, as well as shoveling. Salary is $20.40 per hour.
Minimum Requirements: Must be at least 18 years with a high school diploma or GED, and possess a valid 
class D driver’s license. Must be able to successfully pass a criminal background and reference check. The 
job description and application are available online at www.ci.ham-lake.mn.us or at Ham Lake City Hall.
Applications can be emailed to info@ci.ham-lake.mn.us or turned in at Ham Lake City Hall.


