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2021 Ham Lake Fire Dept
Open House: Thank You!
The Ham Lake Fire Department Open House on
Sunday, October 3rd was a huge success. The Open
House was held at both fire stations offering Ham
Lake residents the opportunity to take tours of the
fire trucks and Anoka County Sheriff police cars. The
community had a chance to see the architectural plans
for Station 3 and socialize over some giant cookies
and refreshments.
The firefighters would like to thank everyone who
attended and participated in the event.
See you again in 2022!

Let’s Get Through Another
Snowy Winter Together
It takes teamwork between Ham Lake residents and
the City to successfully get us through another snowy
winter.
The only thing certain about the weather this winter
is that there will be snow, and some of it will fall
on Ham Lake's roads and streets.

What the City Will Do
Here's what the City will do about the snow to help
you get through it as painlessly as possible:
Streets will be plowed if two or more inches of snow
fall. Plowing will begin as soon as feasible after the
snowfall stops. During long storms, main routes will
be plowed and sanded as soon as the accumulation
becomes hazardous for driving.
Every effort will be made to have main routes plowed
and sanded before morning or afternoon rush hour.
For an average snowfall of three to six inches, the
City's goal is to complete all plowing within eight to
twelve hours. (Major blizzards take more time.)

What You Can Do
Here's what you can do to help all of us get through
it as painlessly as possible:
You can help protect your sod by marking the curb
line with wooden laths (not metal stakes) until after
the first couple of snowfalls.
Avoid any other type of planting or construction in
the snow storage area of the City's right-of-way (which
extends 20 feet back from the street).
Don't park or store vehicles or boats in that area
either. (You don't want them covered with heavy
piles of snow from the street, do you?)
Remember that it's your responsibility to clean your
driveway, areas for trash cans (which can't be in the
street) and areas around mailboxes and newspaper
tubes.
Keep in mind that you'll have to do this without
dumping any of your snow in the street, and without
leaving large piles that obstruct vision around your
driveway.
Finally, remember not to park your car on the street
during a snowfall or overnight during the winter.

Winter Parking Rules
Ham Lake's Winter Parking Rules say that from Oc-
tober 1st through April 30th no parking is allowed on
Ham Lake streets between the hours of midnight
and 6:00 am. In addition, no parking is allowed in
the daytime hours during or after a two-inch snow-
storm or until the streets are plowed.

Granny's Closet Holiday
Angel Program
Granny's Closet in Anoka is a local, non-profit orga-
nization serving seniors and adults with disabilities.
It's time once again for our annual Angel Program
and we’re looking for volunteers to sponsor a client
for Christmas.
Here's how it works: Seniors and adults with disabil-
ities in need, with the help of their county or agency
worker, fill out a wish list. These lists are sent to
Granny's and we match the wishes to Angels (you!)
who anonymously purchase and wrap the presents.
Gifts range in cost from $25-50 and clients typically
ask for things like clothing, towels, sheets, blankets,
body wash and lotion sets, hats and gloves, and so on.
For more information, visit grannyscloset.org.

Youth Snowmobile Safety
Class
Youth ages 11-15 may take an approved online snow-
mobile safety course. Students must be 11 years old
by November 15, although the certificate is not valid
until age 12. After successful completion of the course,
a one-day classroom review and riding performance
test is still required. This will be conducted when
there’s adequate snow coverage.
Please email JesseWilken at jesse.wilken@gmail.com
for information on the online course and to be added
to the roster for the riding performance course.

Thanksgiving Safety Tips
For most, the kitchen is the heart of the home, espe-
cially during the holidays. From testing family recipes
to decorating cakes and cookies, everyone enjoys
being part of the preparations. So keeping fire safety
in mind in the kitchen during this joyous and hectic
time is important.
• Thanksgiving is the peak day for home cooking
fires, followed by the day before Thanksgiving,
Christmas Day and Christmas Eve.

• In 2018 U.S. fire departments responded to an es-
timated 1,630 home cooking fires on Thanksgiving.

• Unattended cooking was by far the leading con-
tributing factor in cooking fires and fire deaths.

• Cooking equipment was involved in almost half of
all reported home fires and home fire injuries. It is
the second leading cause of home fire deaths. The
NFPA (National Fire Protection Assoc.) discourages
the use of outdoor gas-fueled turkey fryers.

Safety tips
• Stay in the kitchen when you cook.
• Stay in the home when you cook your turkey and
check on it frequently.

• Keep children three feet away from the stove.
• Make sure kids stay away from hot food and liquids.
They can cause serious burns.

• Keep the floor clear so you don’t trip over kids’ toys,
pocketbooks or bags.

• Keep knives out of the reach of children.
• Be sure electric cords from an electric knife, coffee
maker, plate warmer or mixer are not dangling off
the counter within easy reach of small child.

• Keep matches and utility lighters out of the reach
of children—up high in a locked cabinet.

• Never leave children alone in room with a lit candle.
• Make sure your smoke alarms are working. Test
them by pushing the test button.
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Thefts & Damage to Property
09.03 168xx Hwy 65 NE—catalytic converter cut off
vehicle stored at the location
09.05 168xx Hwy 65 NE—catalytic converter cut off
a motorhome stored at the location
09.06 175xx Lever St NE—theft from an unlocked
vehicle; brake fluid, yoga mat stolen
09.06 177xx Marmon St NE—theft from an unlocked
vehicle; speakers, sunglasses, headphones stolen
09.07 138xx Aberdeen St NE—business; four cat-
alytic converters cut off vehicles in lot
09.08 138xx Johnson St NE—business; key drop
box pried, vehicle stolen from lot
09.09 164xx Aberdeen St NE—theft from an unse-
cured vehicle; tools stolen
09.11 32xx Bunker Lake Blvd NE—theft of hay from
a yard
09.16 134xx Hwy 65 NE—a stolen motorcycle out of
Mpls was discovered at the location
09.18 138xx Aberdeen St NE—catalytic converter
cut off vehicle on the sales lot
09.20 Xylite/160 Lane NE—illegal dumping at a
construction site
09.20 133xx Hwy 65 NE—three catalytic converters
cut off vehicles at the business
09.25 2xxx 178 Ave NE—theft of jewelry during a
showing of a house for sale
09.25 138xx Aberdeen St NE—suspect took vehicle
out for a test drive and never came back
09.30 139xx Fraizer St NE—illegal dumping on the
property
10.01 158xx Central Ave NE – theft of piping from a
construction site
10.01 157xx E Ham Lake Dr NE—illegal dumping at
the location; stolen mail found in items
10.01 136xx Van Buren St NE—trailer stolen from a
business parked in lot; unsecured
10.02 167xx Lexington Ave NE – catalytic converter
cut off a vehicle parked in the drive overnight
10.07 171xx Lincoln St NE—catalytic converters cut
off of three work vehicles

10.07 12xx Andover Blvd NE—six catalytic
converters cut off of work vehicles at the location

Arrests
09.03 133xx London St NE—Domestic Assault;
deputies responded to a mother/son domestic. The
son was arrested.
09.06 20xx Mapleton Dr NE—Domestic Assault;
when deputies arrived, the male had fled. A KOPS
alert was put out for the male for arrest.
09.07 Hwy 65/Bunker Lake Blvd NE—Fleeing; mo-
torcyclist wouldn’t stop for a deputy. He was caught,
meth was located and he was arrested.
09.10 17500 Block Hwy 65 NE—4th degree DWI;
driver stopped for expired tabs. Field sobriety tests
were conducted and failed. He was arrested.
09.13 134xx Hwy 65 NE—No Contact Order Violation;
deputy stopped, confirmed the order, and arrested
the male, who was in a stolen vehicle.
09.13 137xx Johnson St NE—Warrant Arrest; deputy
found a male sleeping in a restroom at a business. He
had a warrant and was arrested.
09.14 Bunker/Johnson St NE—2nd degree DWI;
female drive failed field sobriety tests. She was ar-
rested.
09.15 Hwy 65/Constance Blvd NE—4th degree DWI;
male driver failed field sobriety tests. Drugs were also
found in the vehicle. He was arrested.
09.15 20xx Mapleton Dr NE—Warrant Arrest; deputy
observed a male standing on a sidewalk that he knew
had multiple warrants. He was arrested.
09.16 149xx Durant St NE—Drugs; meth and mar-
ĳuana were located in a male’s pockets. He was ar-
rested.
09.17 Central/Johnson St NE—No Driver’s License,
No Insurance; multiple needles found. Male driver
was arrested.
09.19 25xx 134 Lane NE—Stolen Vehicle; a male with
multiple warrants fled in a stolen vehicle. A K9 and
drone located him and he was arrested.
09.23 134xx Vickers St NE—Domestic Assault;
mother and son domestic. The son was arrested.
09.23 Central/157 Ave NE—Drugs; motorcyclist fled
on foot after being stopped by deputy. Meth and
marĳuana found and he was arrested.

At its September 20, 2021meeting the City
Council took the following actions:
Approved items on the Consent Agenda included:
- Resolution No. 21- 32 ordering the preparation of
the assessment roll and scheduling a Public Hearing
for Street Light Assessments for 2021/2022

- Resolution No. 21-33 rescinding Resolution No.
20-34 and adoption of Resolution No. 21-34 accept-
ing the assessment roll and scheduling a Public
Hearing for the improvement of 155th Avenue NE
from Naples Street NE to Lexington Avenue NE

- Accepting the Local Partnership Program Grant
Funding for construction of the streets within the
Crosstown Business Park

- Ordering the Plan and Specifications for the pro-
posed Crosstown Business Park on the east side of
Highway 65 NE and South of Crosstown Boulevard
NE from Chisholm Street NE/Baltimore Street NE
from Crosstown Boulevard NE to 171st Avenue NE

• Approved a Home Occupation Permit, as requested
by Keith Evans, to operate 14er Firearms at 16911
Leyte Street NE, subject to guidelines.

• Approved the Commercial Site Plan to construct a
689 square foot addition to the building at 15740
Lincoln Street NE as presented by Jeff LaBonne,
subject to requirements.

• Approved the Final Plat of Hidden Forest East Third
Addition, 35 Single Family Residential lots, in Sec-
tion 25 as presented by HFN Properties, LLC

• Approved the Final Plat of Hidden Forest East Park
Addition, 2 Single Family Residential lots and a park
in Section 25 as presented by HFN Properties, LLC

• Approved the Final Plat of Crosstown Rolling Acres
Third Addition, 49 Single Family Residential lot,
Section 6, presented by CrosstownDevelopment, LLC

At itsOctober 4, 2021meeting the City Council
took the following actions:
Approved items on the Consent Agenda included:
- Resolution No. 21-35 to certify the assessment roll
for the improvement of 155th Avenue NE from
Naples Street NE to Lexington Avenue NE

- Resolution No. 21-36 to certify the assessment roll
for the 2021/2022 Street Light Fees

- No. 21-37 accepting a $10,000 donation from the
Ham Lake Chamber of Commerce

- Outdoor Lighting and Maintenance Energy Agree-
ment for street lights in Hidden Forest East Third
Addition

Visit the City’s website to view Council and
Planning meeting videos on-demand and agenda

minutes of City Council and Planning
Commission: www.ci.ham-lake.mn.us.

Fall Clean-Up & Fire Safety
As the weather changes and the leaves begin to fall
from trees, yearly clean-up begins.
For some residents this involves bagging their yard
waste and putting it out on the curb or taking it to a
collection site. For others, they decide to pile it up and
set it on fire.
This year, with sparse rain, high winds and lack of
humidity, the risk of fire danger has been elevated.
The Ham Lake City Code — Fire Department does
not permit burning of any materials other than wood
in an approved recreational fire ring or portable fire
place. “Wood” is dry, clean fuel.

What May Be Burned?
• Twigs, branches and tree limbs
• Presto logs, charcoal and cord wood
• Untreated dimensional lumber
• Wood pallets cut down to fit recreational fire re-
quirements

What MAY NOT Be Burned?
• Wood that is still green
• Wet or dry leaves or needles
• Rotten, wet or oil soaked wood
• Treated or painted wood
• Wood that has glue or preservatives
• Household trash or garbage
• Construction materials
For more information on Burn Permits, Recreational
Fires and City Code for the Ham Lake Fire Depart-
ment visitwww.ci.ham-lake.mn.us.com.



What’s Happening at the Senior Center

OpenMonday-Thursday 8:00 am - 3:30 pm
15544 Central Ave NE in Ham Lake

763-434-0455
THE SENIOR CENTER HAS RE-OPENED for
all activities and meals on Mondays and Wednesdays.
Please spread the word to everyone as some people
didn’t renew their membership last year and may not
be getting the newsletter!
Senior Dining on Mondays and Wednesdays each
week at noon.Reservations are needed! Cost is
$5 for those 55+ and $8 for younger than 55.
Senior Center Activities include fitness class,
cribbage, wood carving, Bingo, 500 cards, Hand &
Foot cards and Dominoes. Watch for upcoming trips
to the Casino (open to the public), Jam Sessions dur-
ing the day and evening (open to the public), health
insurance counseling, scheduled shopping trips for
those who need transportation, free blood pressure
checks and a birthday lunch.
Call the Senior Center at 763-434-0455 for

dates, times and details of events.

DEFENSIVE DRIVING COURSES for 2021 are
now being held by MHSRC (Minnesota Highway
Safety Research Center) for those 55 and older.
Registration is required.
Call 1-888-234-1294 for information about

available classes and to register.
4-Hour Refresher Course: You need to take this
every three years. Time flies, so make sure you are
current! The fee is $22 for the 4-hour class.
None are scheduled at this time.
8-Hour Refresher Course: Required for first
timers. The fee is $26 for the 8-hour class.
None are scheduled at this time.
Did you know? If you’re 55 years or older, state
law requires your insurance company to give you a
10% discount after taking an 8-hour Defensive Driv-
ing Course and attending a 4-hour refresher course
every three years.

Fire Department Calls
The Ham Lake Fire Department responded to 48
calls during the month of September: 26 during the
day and 22 at night.
The department spent 17 hours on calls with total
personal time adding up to 495 hours. Year-to-date,
the department has answered 317 calls, compared
with 364 calls at the same time last year.

September Building Permits
The City of Ham Lake issued 192 permits in Septem-
ber with a valuation of $1,441,277.28. The issued
permits are as follows: one commercial accessory
building, two commercial demolition, one commer-
cial fence, one commercial sign, four residential new
construction, two residential remodel, one residen-
tial addition, three residential basement finish, four
residential accessory building, three manufactured
home, 10 residential deck, three residential miscella-
neous, one residential pool, two residential window,
and 98 roofing/siding.
Other permits include 32 mechanical, 9 plumbing
and 15 septic installations.

Ham Lake Metal Artist
Creates Memorial for Local
Family
When Ham Lake metal artist, Dave Estrada, heard
the story of Katya Loahr Ukaegbu, he decided to cre-
ate a sculpture to honor her death. Katya was just 18
when she was struck and killed by a distracted driver
five years ago.
Katya’s family and friends joined Dave at Mickman’s
Garden Center where her dad, Zeph, has worked for
15 years. Dave presented the family with his stainless
steel sculpture of three giant flowers—eight, ten and
twelve feet tall—as a memorial for Katya.
Dave and the Ukaegbu family hope the sculpture
will serve as a reminder for motorists to say “no” to
distracted driving, including texting. In 2018, the
most recent year statistics are available from the
Minnesota Department of Public Safety, 34 people
were killed by distracted drivers. Minnesota’s hands-
free bill went into effect in August of 2019 in an effort
to prevent these needless deaths.

Katya’s surviving family with Dave Estrada’s metal
flower sculptures: Lora Ukaegbu, Alex Loahr and Zeph

Ukaegbu (Katya’s parents and brother)

Front: Nia Kesler (Katya’s best friend), Alex Loahr
(Katya’s brother), Sarah Furney (Alex’s girlfriend)

Back: Mickman’s co-owner Chris Mickman, Zeph and
Lora Ukaegbu, Dave Estrada

Ham Lake Representatives
Needed
The City of Ham Lake is seeking citizens interested
in being appointed as the City of Ham Lake’s repre-
sentative to the Sunrise River Watershed Manage-
ment Organization and an alternate to the Upper
Rum River Watershed Management Organization.
The Ham Lake representative to these organizations
receives a $30 per diem for each meeting. These or-
ganizations normally meet on a quarterly basis.
The general purpose of both these organizations is
to develop and implement a Watershed Management
Plan for the purpose of managing surface and
groundwater within the respective Water Manage-
ment Organizations.
If you are interested in serving, please send a letter
or email by November 24th describing your reason
for your interest to: City of Ham Lake, 15544 Central
Avenue NE, Ham Lake, MN 55304, Attn: Dawnette
Shimek, or email dshimek@ci.ham-lake.mn.us.

3-200 Discharge of Firearms and
Bows and Arrows
(1) Except as permitted in subsection (2) below, no
person shall discharge a firearm upon, onto, or
across any “Prohibited Areas” within the City of
Ham Lake. No person shall discharge an arrow
from a bow upon, onto, or across any Prohibited
Area within the City of Ham Lake. “Prohibited Area”
shall include the following:
a) The outside perimeter of all platted subdivisions,
including auditor’s plats;

b) The outside perimeter of all areas of residential
concentration in which lots have been created by
metes and bounds, and which have been identified
by the Zoning Administrator as the equivalent of
platted areas;

c) All schools and churches, measured from the lot
lines of the parcel upon which the school or church
is situated;

d) The outside perimeter of all City or County parks;
e) The traveled portion of any public road.
(2) Notwithstanding the foregoing, firearms and
bows and arrows may be discharged upon, onto or
across Prohibited Areas described in Article
3-200(1)(a) and (b), under the following conditions:
a) The person is the owner or lessor of, or has the
written or verbal permission of the landowner who
owns the land upon which the firearm or bow and
arrow is discharged, the land upon which the
projectile comes to rest, or the land over which the
projectile passes; and

b) The discharge of the firearm does not occur
within 500 feet of any residential dwelling, unless
the written or verbal permission referred to in item
2(a) above specifically permits discharge within
500 feet of the dwelling.

(3) In areas which are not Prohibited Areas, persons
may discharge firearms or bows and arrows, but only
under the same conditions as are listed in Article
3-200(2)(a) and (b).
(4) The provisions of paragraphs (1), (2) and (3) of
this section do not apply to the discharge of firearm
by law enforcement officers while performing their
duties.
(5) The term “firearm” as used in this section includes
pistols, rifles, revolvers, and shotguns.
(6) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsections 1
through 6, inclusive, of Article 3-200, it shall be
unlawful for any person to discharge a firearm for
the purpose of target practice, including the terms
clay pigeon shooting, skeet shooting, trap shooting,
gun-sighting or other recreational shooting not

aimed at actual game, except under the following
conditions:
a) The activity is carried out on premises which
have a conditional use permit for the activity; or

b) The activity is carried out on premises and under
conditions which meet the criteria outlined in
Article 3-200 (2) of this Code, and

i) The activity is limited to no more than two sessions
every seven days; and

ii) The activity takes place between the hours of
10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m., and

iii) The activity introduces no lead shot onto any
wetland which has been so designated by the
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources.

The discharge of firearms within any land area inside
a Shore Impact Zone, or upon or over the surface of
any water within the normal high-water mark of
Ham Lake, Coon Lake, Lake Netta or Little Coon
Lake is prohibited.

Ham Lake’s Hunting Regulations



Community Calendar

November 1: City Council mtg, City Hall 6:00 pm
November 8: Planning Commission mtg, City Hall
6:00 pm

November 10: The Ham Laker ads and articles
deadline for the November issue

November 11: City Offices closed in observance of
Veteran’s Day

November 15: City Council mtg, City Hall 6:00 pm
November 22: Planning Commission mtg, City Hall
6:00 pm

November 25-26: City Offices closed in observance
of Thanksgiving

Robert Hoffmann, DC 

Valorie Hoffmann, DC 

763-434-5714

Awarded 2020 Best Doctors by 
Minnesota Monthly Magazine

Providers for all major Minnesota 
insurance plans 

Same day appointments 

crosstownclinic.com 
2330 Crosstown Blvd NE, Ham Lake 

(1 mile east of HWY 65) 
Serving Ham Lake 
for over 30 years

SANNERUD, SAVARESE &ASSOCIATES, P.A.
Certified Public Accountants

Specializing in accounting and taxes
for closely-held and

family-owned businesses since 1974

763-434-5929
1207 Constance Blvd NE, Ham Lake MN 55304

www.sannerudsavarese.com

Recycling Event:
Saturday, December 4th

Residents may drop off recyclable items at Green
Lights Recycling, 10040 Davenport Street NE in
Blaine on December 4th from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm.
One item can be recycled at no charge by presenting
the coupon below.
For a list of accepted items go towww.glrnow.com
and clickWe Recycle.
Furniture and carpet/carpet pad are NOT accepted
at this event!
NOTE: To improve traffic flow during the event
please use the entrance on 99th Lane NE (from Hwy
65, turn east onto 99th Ave N).
Contact Green Lights Recycling at 763-785-0456 or
the City of Ham Lake Recycling Coordinator at
763-434-9555 if you have any questions beforehand.
Funded by the Anoka County Board of Commission-
ers and State SCORE funds (Select Committee on
Recycling and the Environment).

Hole-in-One Hall of Fame
The following golfer at Majestic Oaks Golf Club got a
hole-on-one recently:
• Paul Jacobson from Ham Lake • 166 yards on the
Signature Course #4 with a 6 Iron

Leaves! Leaves! Leaves!
“Leaf” it to nature to break down your leaves. Just
mow them finely so your grass can use them as nat-
ural fertilizer and you can save time and money on
fertilizing, raking and blowing.
If you keep leaf piles for the kids or grandkids to
jump in, use the leaves afterwards as mulch for your
flower beds. Or you can recycle them in other ways:
1. Check with your garbage hauler for proper leaf
disposal. It’s illegal to put yard waste in with your
garbage.

2. Take the leaves to a county compost site. Get
updates about drop-offs during COVID by calling
763-323-5730 or checking the County website:
www.anokacounty.us/361/Brush-Tree-Yard-Waste

Out of the Street, Ponds and
Creeks!
Reminder: Please keep all leaves out of the street.
They can clog storm drains and add pollution to our
waters. Street Sweepers are not out to collect your
leaves! There is plenty of sand that needs to be vacu-
umed up from streets. Leaves lessen the capacity of
the sweeper to collect the sand.
And, like grass clipping piles, please keep leaves out
of creeks, ponds and ditches (even along the banks).
Leaves can add excess phosphorus to our creeks,
ponds and lakes which can lead to algal blooms that
can be harmful to fish.
Want to adopt a storm drain near you to help keep
leaves and other debris out?
Contact Britta at Coon Creek Watershed District:
763-755-0975 or bdornfeld@cooncreekwd.org.

Seniors Christmas Party
The 48th Annual Lion’s Christmas Party at Glen
Cary Church, 15531 Central Avenue NE in Ham Lake
is on Sunday, December 5th starting at 4:00 pm with
entertainment followed by dinner at 5:00 pm and a
visit from Santa at 6:30 pm.
All seniors from the area are invited to attend. No
reservations are necessary and there’s no charge to
attend.

Dear Good Boys & Girls of Ham Lake,
I can’t believe it has been a whole year since my last
visit. The elves have been very busy making all the
presents and toys that I will soon deliver to all the
good girls and boys of Ham Lake. I’ve been making
my list and have been checking it twice to see if you
have been naughty or nice. I noticed that the kids of
Ham Lake are at the top of my “nice list”!
I am really excited and looking forward to visiting
you in Ham Lake, MN. I really enjoyed riding the
fire truck last year with the firefighters so I am ask-
ing them to help me again this year. We will be col-
lecting donations for the local food shelf again this
year hoping we can break the record set last year!
I will try my best to visit each one of you so please
watch and listen for the fire truck lights and sirens.

Watch & Listen on these dates
for SANTA:

Thursday, December 2nd (6:00-9:00 pm)
The entire width of the city from the southern

border to 146th Ave NE
Friday, December 3rd (6:00-9:00 pm)

The entire width of the city from 146th Ave NE to
Constance Blvd NE

Saturday, December 4th (5:00-8:00 pm)
The entire width of the city from Constance Blvd NE

to the northern border.

12-Step Recovery
Overcomers Outreach is a Christ-centered, 12-step
recovery program which ministers to individuals,
their families and loved ones who suffer from the
consequences of any addictive behavior.
They exist to serve as a bridge between 12-step groups
and churches of all denominations. They recover to-
gether as they meet to study and grow in God's word.
Join them every Tuesday night from 7:00-8:30 pm
at Oak Haven Church, 1555 Constance Blvd NE in
Ham Lake.
For more Information see overcomersoutreach.org
or call Karen at 763-447-9012.

“It's refreshing to be with other Christians
in recovery.” ~ Anonymous


