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The report seems a little light this week; it’s cold outside so maybe that is why scams are up and in-
person crimes are down. I did want to bring something to your attention. This week in Andover at 
two different stores – CVS and Walgreens – we had three incidents where suspects walked in, took 
what they wanted, and left without paying; very similar to what we are seeing happening around the 
country. This is not acceptable. If you are ever in a store and this happens, we would love for you to 
be a good witness. Our office would never ask you to put yourself at risk, but if you can get a good 
description (or photo) of the suspects, that would be helpful. If you can get their license plate 
number and direction of travel AND report it to 911 immediately – even when it is happening - that 
would be helpful. By being alert and working together, I believe we can curb this criminal activity in 
our communities.  
 
Scams 
01.31 The victim stated that he had recently received a phone call from someone stating that they were from Walmart 
and that there was a $398 charge that he needed to clear up. The victim said that he called the Walmart where he shops 
and they advised him to call the police. The victim stated that he did not give the original caller any personal or bank/credit 
account information.  
 
02.01 Victim reported that she was potentially scammed; she received a call from a male that identified himself as Frank 
Williams (id #1284) from Amazon Customer Service. The male stated that he was calling to confirm some type of pre-
approved purchase for $1535.37. She only confirmed with the male that she does bank at Wells Fargo but did not give out 
any account information. The victim stated that she does not buy anything through Amazon and does not know why they 
would have called her. I advised her to contact her bank and talk to them about recent account activity to see if anything 
was attempted. 
 
02.02 I was dispatched a phone call report regarding a scam call. I spoke to the victim; he stated that he received a 
phone call from 480-648-1110. Upon answering, a male with a Spanish accent told him he had four hours to pay him the 
money he owed or he would break his legs and kill his family. The victim realized it was a scam call and hung up on the 
male without providing him any information. I advised the victim that this is a common phone scam that is currently 
trending. I advised him not to be alarmed if he receives a text message containing pictures of mutilated body parts as this 
is also part of the scam.  
 
02.02 Posing as a Wells Fargo rep: The victim reported that yesterday around 6 P.M. he received a call from Wells 
Fargo informing him that his card had been compromised and someone unknown person was trying to use it in Texas to 
purchase a TV. The victim told me that he was speaking with a female who claimed she was with customer service at 
Wells Fargo. Mason stated that the female was verifying his information and asking questions about his name and social 
security number. She had all his information and he confirmed with her that his information was correct. The victim 
reported that while he was speaking with her, he received a text on his cell phone stating that his loan through 
Money Lion Bank had been approved. The victim questioned the female who told him that this was part of the process. 
The victim then received another text from SunTrust with a temporary PIN. The victim then tried to access his bank 
account but was unable to. The victim was told by the female that he would be unable to access his account due to a hard 
reset of his account. At this time, he was suspicious of this phone call and hung up on the female. The victim immediately 
contacted Wells Fargo and learned that no one from Wells Fargo had tried to reach out to him. The victim then had his 
bank account closed by Wells Fargo, however, 3 payments of $32.99 to InstaCash were taken out of his checking 
account.  
 
02.03 Fraud; I spoke with the victim. He signed up for a loan on a website called "sterlingloans.co". The company asked 
him for his banking account number to verify he had an account, which he provided them. The victim stated he provided 



this info to an "agent" named "Max" with a phone number of 1-872-284-2570 and 1-872-395-8466 with the 
sterlingloans.co company. On Monday 1/31, he noticed fraudulent activity on his bank account. The victim stated he was 
out between $2,000 - $3,000 but did not know the full amount as the bank was still trying to determine an exact amount. 
 
02.03 The victim reported that she received a Facebook message from a friend named "Stephanie Arnold" who said that 
she was pre-qualified for a cash award, all she had to do was to pay a fee of $400.00 to a BITCOIN ATM account. She 
said she paid the $400.00 but was told she needed to pay an additional $950.00. The victim said she paid the additional 
$950.00 with her Wells Fargo checking account on 01/29/22. The victim said that now her Facebook account is frozen, 
and she cannot access her account or send a message to her friend to ask where her money has gone. She said she 
feels that she is a victim of a scam and wanted this documented with ACSO. 
 
Andover 
Thefts & Damage to Property   
01.29 25xx 140 Lane NW – a vehicle was stolen while parked on the street, running to warm up 
01.30 148xx Evergreen St NW – mailbox taken out by a vehicle 
02.03.2022 146xx Grouse St NW – suspect seen on bike by a RING camera trying to enter vehicles in 
the driveway; they were locked, and no entry was made 
 
Arrests 
01.29 18xx Bunker Lake Blvd NW – Theft; deputies were called to a parking lot. A male grabbed a 
purse out of a grocery cart while a female was loading her purchases into her vehicle. Bystanders 
were able to capture the male until the deputies arrived. He was arrested.  
 
01.30 17xx 148 Lane NW – Domestic Assault; deputies responded to a husband/wife domestic where 
the husband had fled on foot. When they arrived, they determined the husband should be arrested 
and searched for him using a drone and K9. He could not be located and an arrest warrant was 
issued. 
 
01.31 18xx Bunker Lake Blvd NW – Recovered Stolen; on routine patrol a deputy located a vehicle 
parked suspiciously in a parking lot. While waiting for the driver to come out of the store, the deputy 
ran the plate and the vehicle came back stolen our of Two Harbors; a suspect was listed in the case. 
Deputies stagged and waited for the driver to return. When he did, they blocked in the vehicle, 
identified the male – who was the suspect in Two Harbors – and he was arrested. 
 
01.31 20xx 140 Lane NW – Domestic Assault; deputies responded to a mother/son domestic. The 
mother was arrested.  
 
01.31 7xx 143 Ave NW – Assault, Burglary; deputies were called to a home because an ex-girlfriend 
entered a home and started assaulting a female at the location. After investigation, the ex-girlfriend 
was arrested. 
 
Bethel 
No incidents that would be reflected in this report were reported in Bethel this week. 
 
Columbus 
Arrests 
01.29 152xx Zurich St NE – Theft, Warrant; deputies were called to the location because a male took 
a cab to the location but didn’t have money to pay the fare. When deputies arrived and identified the 
suspect, he had a warrant out of Ramsey County. He was arrested.   
 



01.29 152xx Zurich St NE – Warrant Arrest; a deputy ran a plate and the vehicle was flagged as 
being sold. The new owner had a warrant out of Isanti. The deputy observed a male exit the vehicle 
and he matched the description of the male with a warrant. The deputy identified him, and then 
arrested him. 
 
02.01 6600 Block Camp 3 Rd NE – 4th degree DWI; a deputy passed a vehicle still running, partially 
stuck in a ditch with heavy smoke coming from the engine. He stopped to assisted and located a 
male in the driver’s seat trying to get out. He appeared impaired and stated he didn’t have that much 
to drink. Field sobriety tests were conducted and failed. He was arrested. .099 
 
East Bethel 
No incidents that would be reflected in this report were reported in East Bethel this week. 
 
Ham Lake 
Burglaries 
01.31 139xx Lincoln St NE – business; entered through bay doors, stole tools 
02.02 20xx 169 Ave NE – forced garage service door; safe from the garage 
02.03 16xx 143 Ave NE – a backpack was stolen from the front yard 
 
Thefts & Damage to Property 
01.30 17xx 143 Ave NE – theft from 2 vehicles in driveway overnight; one was locked so the window 
was broken, one was unlocked – cash, purse, medication 
01.31 146xx Hwy 65 NE – work vehicle stolen from business; it was located nearby with the catalytic 
converter stolen – the ignition had been punched 
01.31 24xx Bunker Lake Blvd NE – snowmobile stolen from the yard 
02.01 175xx Hwy 65 NE – catalytic converter cut off truck at the location 
 
Arrests 
01.28 Hwy 65/Constance Blvd NE – Warrant Arrest; a deputy stopped a driver for running a stop 
sign. When she was identified, she was found to have a warrant out of Chisago County. She was 
arrested. The registered owner of the vehicle was allowed to come pick it up instead of it being 
towed. 
 
01.31 E Lake Netta/171 Ave NE – No DL, Warrant; a deputy ran a plate and the vehicle came back 
as “junked.” He stopped the driver who was identified. He had no driver’s license, but he did have a 
warrant. He was arrested.  
 
02.03 15xx 143 Lane NE – Warrant Arrest; deputies went to the location looking for a male with a 
warrant. He was located in the home and arrested. 
 
Linwood 
No incidents that would be reflected in this report were reported in Linwood this week. 
Nowthen 
No incidents that would be reflected in this report were reported in Nowthen this week. 
 
Oak Grove 
No incidents that would be reflected in this report were reported in Oak Grove this week. 
 



 
*Information shared in this report covers crimes that may affect you - things like burglaries, thefts, 
damage to property, identity theft, etc. We only include a fraction of the calls that deputies regularly 
respond to.  
 
I f you want to see data about what types of calls and how  many we respond to log on to 
www.anokacounty.us/ crimewatch and click  on Crime Statistics on the left side. Stats are updated monthly. 
 

http://www.anokacounty.us/crimewatch

