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FRIDAY UPDATE: 02.19.22 

 
 

As you may know, we have increased our distracted driving enforcement recently due to the increase 
in distracted driving related crashes. This week when we were out, we came across a young man 
that was texting while driving. When the deputy saw this, he activated his emergency lights. The 
person in front of the distracted driver saw the deputy’s lights and pulled over. When this happened 
the young man who was texting wasn’t paying attention and rear-ended the driver who was doing 
the right thing. Happily, there were no injuries – just some minor car damage - and a ticket was 
given to the driver at fault. Stay safe and put the phone down while driving.  
 
Scams 
02.14 Vacation Scam: I was dispatched to a fraudulent Craigslist ad. The victim stated he had planned a vacation to Fort 
Meyers, FL in 2021. He had found a vacation rental ad on Craigslist (ID #7433573778). He reached out to who he 
believed was the owner of the property through Craigslist. Over the course of their communication, he agreed to pay a 
total of $5,000 USD to rent the property which was in a gated community. He also received a six page contract which he 
signed and returned via email. On 11/30/2021, he sent $2,500 USD to the male for a down payment. On 12/03/2021, he 
sent a second payment through Zelle for a total of $1,000 USD. On 12/06/2021, the victim sent another payment through 
Zelle for a total of $1,500 USD which totaled the $5,000 USD he owed to rent the property. The week before he was to go 
to Florida, he made contact with the owner of the gate community and learned that he had been scammed. He was told 
he was not the first person to have been scammed regarding the address. 
 
02.16 The victim advised that recently he had been receiving suspicious phone calls from unidentified callers requesting 
personal information about him. He grew suspicious and looked at his credit score. On his credit score, he found five 
accounts that he had not opened. He contacted a credit specialist who advised that he should contact law enforcement for 
a report. The victim was unable to provide most of the required information to investigate. He did advise that each account 
seemed to be opened out of state. He advised that he had not contacted those institutions yet and did not know if he 
would be held responsible for any of the charges. The total outstanding debt appeared to be $8,036 and had started 
around 12/29/20.  
 
Andover 
Thefts & Damage to Property   
02.16 152xx Hanson Blvd NW – window smashed on vehicle in the lot; Ipad stolen 
02.17 143xx Thrush St NW – license plate stolen off vehicle 
 
Arrests 
02.11 18xx Bunker Lake Blvd NW – Shoplifting; an asset protection person observed a male scanning 
an item of lesser value instead of the item he was taking. Deputies arrived and he was arrested.  
 
02.11 142xx Prairie Rd NW – 3rd degree DWI; a homeowner called, there was a truck in their yard 
spinning its tires and the driver appeared impaired. The deputy arrived and located the male. The 
deputy asked if he had been drinking and he stated he had two glasses on wine. Field sobriety tests 
were conducted and failed. He was arrested. .219 
 



02.15 136xx Martin St NW – 3rd degree DWI; a deputy responded to a person stuck in a snowbank. 
When he made contact with the driver, she appeared impaired. She was in the back seat, covered 
with a blanket and stated she didn’t know whose car she was in or what she was doing. Field sobriety 
tests were conducted and failed. She was arrested. .236 
 
Bethel 
Arrests 
02.17 Main/Alder St NW – Warrant; a deputy stopped a driver for having expired tabs. When the 
driver was identified, he was found to have a warrant. He was arrested.  
 
Columbus 
Thefts & Damage to Property 
02.14 69xx 135 Ave NE – mailbox stolen 
 
Arrests 
02.12 172xx Lyons St NE – Domestic Assault; deputies responded to a boyfriend/girlfriend physical 
altercation. After investigating, the girlfriend was arrested.  
 
02.14 6500 Block Broadway Ave NE – Warrant; a deputy observed a man pushing a bike along the 
road and it was cold out. He stopped and asked the male if he needed help and he said yes; he said 
he was drunk and needed a ride. The deputy ran the male prior to providing help and found that he 
had a warrant. He was arrested.  
 
02.15 Lake Dr/Hornsby St NE – 4th degree DWI; a deputy was running radar and clocked a driver 
going 102 in a 70. He pulled him over. When he made contact with the driver he appeared impaired. 
Field sobriety tests were conducted and failed. He was arrested. .108 
 
East Bethel 
No incidents that would be reflected in this report were reported in East Bethel this week. 
 
Ham Lake 
Thefts & Damage to Property 
02.11 4xx Andover Blvd NE – homeowner observed two people under his RV trying to cut off the 
catalytic converter; the males fled when they were confronted 
02.11 154xx Central Ave NE – package delivered by DHL stolen from mailbox 
 
Linwood 
No incidents that would be reflected in this report were reported in Linwood this week. 
 
Nowthen 
Thefts & Damage to Property 
02.14 53xx 199 Ave NW – catalytic converter cut off a vehicle in a sales lot 
 
Arrests 
02.16 76xx 188 Lane NW – Domestic Assault; deputies responded to a husband/wife domestic. The 
husband was arrested. 
 
 



Oak Grove 
Thefts & Damage to Property 
02.17 186xx Cedar Dr NW – garage service door pried; nothing taken 
 
Arrests 
02.12 23xx 181 Ave NW – DWI; a caller reported a possible drunk driver. A deputy located the 
vehicle and observed reckless driving and attempted to pull the driver over. The driver kept going 
and pulled into his driveway and parked. The deputy made contact and the driver appeared impaired. 
Field sobriety test were conducted and failed. He was arrested. .322 
 
02.17 44xx 222 Ave NW – Domestic Assault; deputies responded to a call of a boyfriend/girlfriend 
domestic. The boyfriend left prior to deputies arriving. He was located in a vehicle in St. Francis and 
arrested.  
 
 
 
*Information shared in this report covers crimes that may affect you - things like burglaries, thefts, 
damage to property, identity theft, etc. We only include a fraction of the calls that deputies regularly 
respond to.  
 
I f you want to see data about what types of calls and how  many we respond to log on to 
www.anokacounty.us/ crimewatch and click  on Crime Statistics on the left side. Stats are updated monthly. 
 

http://www.anokacounty.us/crimewatch

